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Refugee Protection: Afar Flight from Eritrea

“The UNHCR has registered 

62,934 Eritrean Afar refugees in 

Ethiopian camps alone, with tens 

of thousands more internally 

displaced throughout the region.”
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In November 2025, the UNHCR 

released statistics regarding the 

most common reasons for 

displacement for Afar refugee 

claimants. These included: 

Total refugees and asylum seekers. (2025). Operation Data Portal. 

https://data.unhcr.org/en/country/eth

UNHCR Ethiopia. (2025). Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons by 

Region - Ethiopia. rep. The UN Refugee Agency.



UNHCR Definition of Convention Refugee

A Convention refugee is someone who: 

“Owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons 

of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social 

group or political opinion, is outside the country of his 

nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to 

avail himself of the protection of that country.”

perlaw.ca UNHCR. (1951). Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, art. 1 A (2).



Grievances of Afar against Eritrea

• Discrimination and harassment 

• Mandatory indeterminate military service 

• Cultural assimilation 

• Political and economic marginalization

• Traditional lands seized

• Lack of healthcare 

• Persecution

• Genocide 

• Forcible displacement 

• Targeted disappearances 

• Sexual violence 

• No autonomy 

• No self-determination

• No control over resources
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Solutions: What We Must Do 

• Donate time, expertise, and money to NGOs

• Collect evidence of mistreatment

• File complaints with the U.N. and government agencies

• Advocacy / Awareness / Activism 

• Conferences 

• Sign petitions 

 



Q/A and Discussion
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Thank you! 
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